a personal knowledge of Medical Science.
This desideratum has been supplied, in the case of various Coroners' Courts, by their being now presided over by members of the Medical profession.
At present the position of judge in determining points of doubt is virtually accorded to experts appointed by the Governments of various countries. In Prussia, some such questions are referred to a Medical tribunal consisting of several members.
"When so much depends on the dictum of an expert, we need not say how desirable it would be that no doubt could ever fall on his decisions.
These remarks have been led to by a case which formed the subject of investigation a short time past in Calcutta, and the apparent discrepancies in the evidence of the Medical witnesses evoked criticism from the daily press. We ourselves have been appealed to for our opinion on the subject. Such as it is, we have the pleasure, in the interests of society, to place it on record.
The facts of the case are shortly these. The wife of the adopted son of the Master of the Shah Allum died suddenly after an illness of a few hours, her previous health having been seemingly good.
It came out in evidence that the deceased had been expecting a divorce, and that her position on board had been whispered by some to be an equivocal one.
One of the last things said to her before she was found in a dangerous state, was an admonition that for the future she was expected to be on board before dark.
Shortly after this she was seen to drink something from a bottle, but the fatal nature of the draught was net suspected at the time. 
